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House Bill 589 House Bill 589 House Bill 589 House Bill 589 ––––    Election Law ChangesElection Law ChangesElection Law ChangesElection Law Changes    

Photo ID in 2014Photo ID in 2014Photo ID in 2014Photo ID in 2014    
• Voters presenting in person will be given instructions that starting in 2016 they will be required to show a 

photo ID when voting in person.  A list of acceptable forms of ID will be shown to voters and they will be asked 

if they have one or more of the forms of ID.  (The list of acceptable forms of ID is listed below in the Photo ID in 

2016 section.)  If a voter indicates that he/she does not have a photo ID that will be acceptable for voting 

purposes, they will be asked to sign an Acknowledgement of No Photo ID.  These voters will be given 

instructions on how they can obtain a no-fee ID from the DMV. 

• No-fee ID available through the DMV for voters who sign a declaration that they are a registered voter and do 

not have acceptable photo ID or who are at the DMV for voter registration purposes.  DMV customer must 

bring acceptable documentation for proof of age and identity, SSN and proof of NC residency. 

o Reminders from the DMV - All ID cards, including driver’s licenses, are mailed to customers, which 

may take up to 10 days. When your application is accepted, you will be provided with a receipt upon 

request. Your receipt cannot be used for identification or voting purposes.  Thus, voters will have to 

plan ahead to allow time to receive their ID and they will not be able to obtain a photo ID on Election 

Day in order to vote. 

• Certified copies of birth certificates and marriage licenses may be obtained from the Register of Deeds or Vital 

Statistics at no charge for the purpose of obtaining acceptable photo ID from the DMV.  There is no provision 

for free certified copies from out of state agencies. 

Photo ID in 2016Photo ID in 2016Photo ID in 2016Photo ID in 2016    
• Voters presenting in person will be required to show a photo ID that bears a reasonable resemblance to the 

voter. 

o Unexpired North Carolina drivers' license, including a learners’ permit or provisional license 

o Unexpired North Carolina non-operators identification card (DMV ID Card) 

o Unexpired United States passport 

o United States military identification card 

o Veterans Identification Card 

o Tribal enrollment card issued by a federally recognized tribe 

o Tribal enrollment card issued by tribe recognized by North Carolina 

o Out-of-state drivers' license or non-operators identification card (valid only if the person’s voter 

registration date in the county is within 90 days of the date of the election) 

• Exceptions to the photo ID requirement: 

o Age 70 and Older – Voters who are 70 and older may show an expired photo ID as long as the ID did 

not expire before the voter’s 70th birthday. 

o Religious Objection – If a voter has a sincerely held religious objection to being photographed then the 

voter will not be required to show photo ID but the voter would be required to show one of the 

acceptable forms of HAVA (Help America Vote Act) ID.  To qualify the voter would need to sign a 

declaration before an election official prior to the date of the election. 

o Natural Disaster – A voter will not be required to show photo ID if the voter declares that he is a victim 

of a natural disaster occurring within 60 days of the election date.  The voter must reside in a county 

that has been declared a natural disaster either by the Governor of NC or the President of the US. 

o Curbside Voters – A voter casting a curbside ballot at a one-stop location or at the polling place on 

election day can show either a photo ID or a HAVA ID. 
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Postal Absentee VotingPostal Absentee VotingPostal Absentee VotingPostal Absentee Voting    
• Absentee ballot requests must be made on the State Absentee Ballot Request Form. 

• Absentee ballot request forms may be distributed by anyone (in prior years the form could only be distributed 

by the CBOE). 

• The voter or requestor must provide the voter’s date of birth. 

• The voter or requestor must provide identification information (NCDL or NCID number or last four digits of 

SSN) that can be matched to the voter’s record.  If a voter’s identification number is not provided, then a copy 

of one of the following must accompany the request 

o A current and valid photo identification. 

o A document that shows the name and residential address of the voter: a current utility 

bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or other government document. 

• The voter must now cast his/her ballot in the presence of two witnesses OR in the presence of a Notary Public.  

The notary must observe the voter mark his/her ballot.   

• If the voter received assistance voting the ballot, then the assister must sign and date the absentee envelope. 

• Voted ballots may be returned to one-stop locations by the voter or the voter’s near relative or legal guardian. 

• Hand delivered absentee ballots are now due at the Board of Elections office by 5:00 pm on Election Day.  

Mailed absentee ballots are still required to be postmarked by Election Day and received in the CBOE office 3 

days after the election. 

• The County Board of Elections will assemble and train a multipartisan team to assist residents of hospitals and 

nursing homes.  Upon the voter’s request, the team will assist voters who have communicated either verbally 

or nonverbally that they wish to receive assistance and do not have a near relative or legal guardian available 

to assist the voter. 

OneOneOneOne----Stop Absentee VotingStop Absentee VotingStop Absentee VotingStop Absentee Voting    
• Early voting period reduced from 17 to 10 days. 

• The CBOE is required to offer the same number of early voting hours in presidential elections as were available 

in 2012 and the same number of early voting hours in midterm elections as were offered in 2010. 

o The CBOE, by unanimous vote, may submit a request to the SBOE to reduce the number of hours 

required.  If approved, the request is only for the election for which it was submitted only if approved 

by unanimous vote of the SBOE. 

o For the Primary Election, we have added an additional one-stop location to those normally used in 

Primary Elections (the South Brunswick Islands Center in Carolina Shores) and extended the operating 

hours in the satellite locations. 

• Same-day registration eliminated during one-stop voting. 

Voter RegistrationVoter RegistrationVoter RegistrationVoter Registration    
• Same-day registration at one-stop eliminated.  Voters must now be registered 25 days prior to an election. 

• Mandated voter registration drives conducted by the County Board of Elections (CBOE) eliminated 

• Class 2 Misdemeanor for a person to be compensated for the number of forms submitted for assisting persons 

in registering to vote. 

• Electronically captured signatures generated by a computer program of a third party group are not valid on 

voter registration forms. 
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No Out of Precinct VotingNo Out of Precinct VotingNo Out of Precinct VotingNo Out of Precinct Voting    
• Voters who vote on Election Day must vote at the polling place for their correct precinct based on their 

residential address as of 30 days prior to the election.  Provisional ballots for out of precinct voters will not be 

counted by the CBOE. 

Paper BallotsPaper BallotsPaper BallotsPaper Ballots    
• Effective January 1, 2018, any direct record electronic (DRE) voting system which does not use paper ballots 

will be decertified.  The definition of paper ballot is “an individual paper document that bears marks made by 

the voter by hand or through electronic means.” 

Presidential PrimaryPresidential PrimaryPresidential PrimaryPresidential Primary    
• If South Carolina holds its presidential primary before March 15th, North Carolina will hold its presidential 

primary on the Tuesday after the first SC presidential primary that year. 

Voter Roll Cleanup (List Maintenance)Voter Roll Cleanup (List Maintenance)Voter Roll Cleanup (List Maintenance)Voter Roll Cleanup (List Maintenance)    
• The State Board of Elections (SBOE) will participate in an interstate cross check with 28 other states to check 

for duplicate registrations. 

• Notification of Deceased Voter Forms can be completed by representatives of a deceased voter’s estate 

(previously only near relatives or legal guardians could sign the form). 

• Notification of Deceased Voter Forms can be provided to funeral directors and funeral service licensees upon 

request. 

What are we already doing? 

o SBOE removes voters who have registered in another county in the state when there is an exact match 

of voter information. 

o The SBOE provides a monthly report of potential duplicates to the CBOE. 

o CBOE processes cancellations sent by other states. 

o National Change of Address mailings are sent semi-annually to voters that have provided the USPS 

with a change of address in January and July. 

o The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) provides a monthly report of deceased voters.  

1. The SBOE uses the DMV database to input the last four digits of a voter’s SSN to their voter 

record.  This assists with matching voters listed on the DHHS report. 

2. The SBOE recently extended the scope of the DHHS report to search statewide for matches, 

regardless of where DHHS says the person last resided. 

o The Department of Corrections (DOC) provides a monthly report of voters who have been convicted of 

a felony. 

o The US Attorney’s office provides a quarterly report which includes felony convictions throughout the 

country.  

o Biennial list maintenance in odd-numbered years (two step process). 

1. Send a non-forwardable no-contact mailing to voters that have had no recorded contact with 

the board of elections in two federal general elections.  If no-contact mailing is returned 

undeliverable, a forwardable confirmation is sent.  If the voter does not respond to the 

confirmation mailing they become inactive.  If the voter responds, then the voter remains 

active. 

2. Remove voters that have been inactive for two federal general elections. 
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BallotsBallotsBallotsBallots    
• The order of candidate names on the ballot in General Elections will begin with the Governor’s party first 

followed by other parties in alphabetical order. 

• Straight party voting eliminated. 

Poll ObserversPoll ObserversPoll ObserversPoll Observers    
• County party chairmen may appoint 10 at-large observers that can attend any of the polling places in the 

county. 

• At any given time, each party may have 2 traditionally appointed observers and 1 at-large observer in the 

polling place. 

Voter ChallengesVoter ChallengesVoter ChallengesVoter Challenges    
• On Election Day, any registered voter of the county has the right to challenge the right to vote of any 

registered voter who presents to vote. 

• Any voter in the state may challenge another registered voter in the state on a day other than primary or 

election day. 

Candidate WiCandidate WiCandidate WiCandidate Withdrawalthdrawalthdrawalthdrawal    
• A candidate may withdraw up to 3 business days prior to the end of filing (used to be any point up to the end 

of filing).  The candidate’s filing fee will be refunded. 

• Party nominees may resign as a candidate only prior to the date when military-overseas ballots are required to 

be mailed. 

Campaign FinanceCampaign FinanceCampaign FinanceCampaign Finance    
• Individual contribution limit raised from $4,000 to $5,000 per election.  This amount will automatically increase 

every two years beginning in 2015 based on the Consumer Price Index. 

• Spouse is now the only person with no contribution limit (used to be parents and siblings as well). 

• Election period for contribution limits for the General Election is extended to the end of the calendar year (was 

Election Day). 

• The ways that a political party can spend “building funds” has been extended to include funds to pay for the 

salaries of up to three staff members, travel, and fundraising expenses. 

• Raffles, which used to be only allowed by government entities and nonprofit organizations, are now allowed 

for candidates and political committees.  Only committees that are in compliance may conduct raffles.  Each 

paid raffle ticket will have to be reported as a campaign donation.   


